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Abstract

Contemporary dhristian civilization includes the Christianity of
South Ameriea, Asia, Africa and Europe and North America; When
each Christian country tries to work out g solution to Church—State
problems, they invariably return to Calvin and Augustine to learn
from past solutions, A comparative study of the thoughts of Calvin
and Augustine on the relationship between Church and State
provides a useful introduction to the understanding of both
theologians, because Calvin is a man who fully accepted Augustine’s
theology, On the is:sue of church and state there has been no major
research carriedout concerning Calvin's relation to Augustine, In
addition, recent researches into Calvin and Augustine show g
tendency to interpret both of them as men of the Church,

In this background, this article Proposes a methodology for the
comparative study of Calvin and Auvgustine on Church and State,
First, it is necessary to compare the historical and cultural context
of the sixteenth and fourth centuries where they lived and worked,
Second, a research into their hermeneutics of the Bible about Church
and State will present g way to compare these theologian_s, Third,
when we compare Calvin’s Institutes and Augustine’s City of God, we
can understand their thoughts and characteristics about Church and
State. The development in Calvin’s Institutes from 1536 to 1559
reflects the development of his theology on Church and State, As a
whole, Calvin and Augustine were the great teachers of the Churches
which were located in the historical mitieus of the 16" ang 4
centuries,




