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Abstract

The essence and the meaning of the church
by J. Calvin

Pae, Kyung—Sik, Dr, Theol,

Professor, Presbyterian Theological Seminary & Hanil University

In this thesis we explore the essence of the church as
containing 3 components, i,e, the church as the mother of the
saints, the body of Christ, and the elected people of God,
comparing it with the Korean church situation, The representative
word, which express the Korean church is ‘the interrupted
church in communication’, The pastor is no longer viewed as
sacred clergy but as one who holds a license, Pastors were
regarded as reverends in Korean society until 1980, but their
reputation has fallen to a low degree, The problem of Korean
churches is an inadequate understanding of the roles of pastors
and congregations taught in church doctrines,

Calvin defended the Reformed church as the true church,
focusing on the truth of God's Word, He was rightly called a
doctor ecclesiae because he prepared the theoretical foundation
of the reformed church, Calvin’s ecclesiology had an apologetic
character, which was not sectarian in nature but searched for
the truth of God and tried to recover the true church,

What does Calvin see as the essence and the meaning of the

church? He said the essence of the church is the ‘communion of
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the saints’. The church as the communion of the saints has three

elements : 1) the mother of the saints, 2) the body of Christ,

3) the chosen people of God, These elements contribute to the
image of the church as the guide to salvation,

The reason why we need the church is because of our
ignorance, laziness and weakness, God constituted the church as
an outward aid organization and he supplied help to beget and
increase faith within us. The immense God humbles himself by
accomodating to us and revealing his Grace in the church, The
church is a product of that Grace which means that church is
not merely a congregation with an outward system, To Calvin
the church is the school of faith,

What does it mean that the church is the mother of the faith?
Calvin used this term to interpret the church as the field of
faith, emphasizing the educational mission of the church,
Contrary to the Catholic church, which follows patriarchal
authority, the Reformed church is the place where believers are
trained in their faith lives with motherly care, It is necessary
for the salvation of the church that.it nurture church members
and educate them as a mother, The believers are disciples of the
church, Man cannot assume the remission of the sins and any
salvation ag a given,

The Catholic church emphasized the church as the body of
Christ in the doctrine, ‘ecclesia est corpus Christi’. In this
doctrine, the Catholic church extended the authority of the Pope
through Apostolic Succession, As the perpetual primacy has

been given to Petrus, they assert the Roman pontiff presides

6, Zyle] as|22] BAal 1 ou] 193

over the whole church in Christ’s place, Contrary to that
opinion, Calvin stressed that the Roman pontiff is not the head
of the visible church in the institutional organization but that
only Christ fulfills that role, We perceive these from the concépt
of the church as:1) The government of Christ, 2) The
communion of the Saints, 3) The growth of the church,

The church is likewise ‘communio sanctorum’ in which man
believes in Christ as Savior of the faith and shares with each
other the grace of God., The emphasis of Calvin on the church
as a communion recognizes that doctrine within the Apostles
creed and also criticizes the ecclesiology of the Catholic church,

The Catholic church classifies itself in two ways ! one is the
teaching church, the other is the learning church, The former
means the cardinals and the priesthood centered in the
Vatican in Rome and the latter refers to laymen, The
Reformation rejected this arbitrary dichotomy within the
Catholic church from which it derived its doctrine of the
priesthood, and by so doing recovered the doctrine of the
priesthood of all believers(l Petr. 2:9),

The church is according to Calvin ‘the communion of the
chosen people’, It contains two basic premises, 1) The host of the
church is God, 2) The .Church is.the faithful communion of God’s
people, These two concepts were neglected by the Catholic

church,
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