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Abstract

A Theological Study about the Frequency
of the Lord’s Supper in Puritans and the Korean
Presbyterian Churches

Jung, Sung Won

The Lord’s Supper is the sacrament that Jesus himself ordained for his
covenant people to continue to keep until he returns. Yet, unfortunately,
when we look the current situation of Korean Presbyterian churches,
many things about it go contrary to what Christ meant. The sacrament
turned out to be a formal ceremony, and its original meaning faded
away. The Lord’s Supper is no other than the means of grace. It is also
a seal and sign of grace bestowed to his covenant people. The sacrament
itself doesn’t have a magical power or a supernatural grace. It points to
the crucifixion of Christ, and signifies his grace. John Calvin took this
fact very seriously and emphasized the importance of the Lord’s Supper.
He also emphasized that the work of the Holy Spirit and the grace of
Jesus Christ continue to be bestowed through the sacrament, and that the
covenant people ought to continuously abide by it in the worship service
as often as possible. But, unfortunately, the Puritans, who attempted to
reform the worship of the Anglican churches, and Korean Presbyterian
churches, who took over from the Puritans their faith and theology in
their beginning failed to observe the sacrament as often as they
worshipped, although both followed the theology Calvin in general.
Though the backgrounds of both are different from one another, there
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were two main reasons for not keeping it as often as possible, which are
the worship service centered on sermon and the strict ethical standard in
receiving the Lord’s Supper. It is true that the sermon is pivotal in
worship, yet, the Lord’s Supper as the means of grace is on par with it.
And the strick ethical standard for receiving the Supper is too subjective
to comport with the Calvinistic concept of sanctification. Moreover, the
best way to overcome the unbalanced situation in which the worships in
Korean Presbyterian churches center around the sermons of the
individual pastors is to recover the meaning of the Lord’s Supper and
frequently practice it as Calvin emphasized.

Key-Words: the Lord’s Supper, the Puritans, formalism, covenant, ethical
standard, the means of grace





