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[ Abstract]

A Secarch for Reformed Philosophy
of Culture

Lee, Kyung Jik
Baeksaok university, Christian philosophy

The purpose of this article is to search for reformed philosophy of
culture. I suggest that reformed philosophy of culture should be based
on the reformed worldview which has the motto ‘creation, fall, rede-
mption’. According to this worldview, there is a tension between the
goodness of creation and the badness of sin and the tension could be
overcome through fulfillment in the cosmic Christ in the end of this
world. This worldview is better than the dualistic worldview accord-
ing to which secular cultire should be ignored and the synthetical
worldview according to which secular culture and Christianity could
be compatible. T suggest that reformed worldview makes one both to
recognize the goodness of creation and to cope with secular cultures
positively and to regards those cultures as objects of reformation by
seeing the wvgliness of sin in those cultures.

According to reformed worldview, all areas of life or all cultures
should be governed by the cosmic Christ through whom the Great

mission and the cultural mandate could coincide in the end of this

b e




world. This shows that the mission is also the fulfillment of cultural
mandate and that cultural mandate is very important in Church’s
mission,

1 think that reformed philosophy of culture can be a way out of
the difficulties of cultural relativism which resulted from the begin-
ning of the debate on the concept of culture in late 18th century in
Europe. The concept of culture was a result of the reaction against
the Enlightenment in 17th century. The Romanticism in Europe reje-
cted the universal rationality and universal meaning in culture, stressed
the particularity of cultures and paved the way for the Postmodernism
according to which there is no universal truth and the rationality is a
masked will for the power. I think that this development led to the
fragmentation of truth and intellectual scepticism.

1 suggest that the objectivity of propositional revelation approved
by reformed philosophy of culture gives the Archimedean point of
calture and the subjectivity of personal knowledge of God encourages
Christians to cooperate with the Cosmic Christ in making and refo-

rming cultures.

Key words: philosophy of culture, reformed tradition, universaliy, sulojectivity,
rcicanlity, oostrmodearmism.,
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