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Problems of Calvin's Worldview — God, symbol and language

Collected Papers on Christian Language Culture. It is important to know Calvin's
worldview, because of its effect on the formation of modern church, man and world.
In his worldview, God has a central position and man become the object of work of
his salvation. According to Calvin, God is majestic, supreme and transcendent. He is
not perceived by the humble sense of man. Neverthless, God, the Creator reveals in
his creation. The nature and its things are regarded as to “symbol™ which let Him
know, in Calvin's expression, “image”, “work”, “sign”, “figure” or “mirror”... of God.
The symbels are not God Himself. They are only symbols, Therefore man must
neither confine God to a symbol, nor imagine Him out of symbol. But man, the
sinner fall in these errors. For this.reason, God reveals through more sure, direct and
clear human language than symbols in the nature, That is the revelation as Word. By
the Word, man can obtain the necessary and sufficient knowledge for his own
salvation. But man's language or letters which transfer the Word are only symbolic.
Although they reveal, they are not God. God is great, and transcends them. Man -
must heard and understand Ged ontw-e more again. By this worldview, man becomes
those who respect things in this world. For exemple, nature, man, time, money, job...
in which can reveal God's will, calling or blessing. And man becomes also those who
can relativize them. [n this way, the Calvinists in their real figures became both
seculary and transcendent. This calvinistic dynamism can explain the success of
modern accident world. (Korea Christian University)
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