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Abstract

The main purpose of this paper is to review the attitude and
theology of the 16th century Reformers whose world of thought has
more or less influenced the later missionary development. Generally
speaking, historians holds to the assumption that the Protestant
Reformers had Lttle interest in overseas missions. They belicved that
Reformers had rediscovered apostolic gospel but had no apostolic
vision. Main figures who hold to this position were William Carey,
Gustav Warneck, Stephen Neill, Kenneth Latoutette, and William R.
Hogg, who shared this view with Cardinal Robert Bellarmine, a
Roman Catholic polemicists. On the other hand, Karl Holl, Werner
Elert, I. W. Montgomery, Van den Berg, Sidney Rooy, and Standford
Reid, more modern historians, asserted that Reformers demonstrated
missionary concern and missionary activities in their writings and
reforming movement. According to the above scholars, Luther E fact
in several places emphasized the need for proclaiming the gospel to
pagans in Europe and elsewhere and as he can see from S. Reid s
article on Calvin they were interested in mission. In this articles both
opposite view were introduced and weighed on the basis of modern
scholarship. As generally conceived, though Reformers did show
interest in overseas missions, they were restricted in putting fully into
action their theological conviction of the spreading gospel to ali
nations because of the situations the Reformers found themselves in.
In this article, the writer especially pursued to demonstrate theology of
the Reformers which influenced mission idea or missionary concern.
Reformers were not active in overseas missions, not because of the

hostile Roman Catholic world, but because of their theology.
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4 3. Netll, A History of Christian Missions (Pengwin Books, 1964), 221. “Heretics are never
said to have converted either pagans or Jews to the faith, but only to have perverted
Christians. But in this one century Catholics have converted many thousands of heathens
in the new world Every year a certain number of Jews are converted and baptized at
Rome by Catholics who adhere in loyalty to the Bishop of Rome; and there are also some
Turks who are converted by the Catholics both at Rome and elsewhere. The Lutherans
compare themselves to the apostles and the evangelists; yet though they have among them
a very large number of Jews, and in Poland and Hungary have the Turks as their near
neighbours, they have hardty converied even so much as a handful.”

5} Paul Avis, The Church in the Theology of the Reformers, 167. £3] Carl Braten -2 "&£
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6) John H. Yeder, “Reformation and Missions: A Literature Survey,” Anabaptism and
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