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[ Abstract ]

Calvin's Thoughts on Baptism as the Sacraments according to
Institutes of Christian Refigion (1559)

Yoon-Bae Choi (Dr. theol.)
Associate Professor of Systematic Theology,
Presbyterian College and Theological' Seminary

This thesis treats of John Calvin's thoughts on Baptism according to
his Institutes of Christion Religion (1559). For this reformed
reformer his teaching on the Baptism begins to develop when he
comes into conflict with his opponents: against the Papacy on the
hand, and against the Anabaptists on the other hand.

When at the coming of Jesus Christ, the sacraments of the Jews
in -the Old Testament were abrogated, two sacraments were
instituted which the Christian church now uses, Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper. We have in this sacraments another aid to our faith
related to the preaching of the gospel. According to Calvin, the first
point is that the sacraments should serve our faith before God; after
this, that they should attest our confession before men. Baptism is
the sign of the initiation by which we are received into the society
of the church, in order that, engrafted in Christ, we may be
reckoned among God’s children. Baptism was given to us by God
for these ends: first, to serve our faith before Him secondly, to
serve our confession before men. Baptism brings three things to our
faith. The first thing that the Lord sets out for us is that Baptism
should be a token and proof of our cleansing. Baptism also brings
another benefit, for it shows us our mortification in Christ, and new
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life in Him. Lastly, our faith recelves from Baptism the advantage of
its sure testimony to us that we are not only engrafted into the
death and life of Christ, but so united to Christ Himself that we
become sharers in all His blessings. For Calvin it is very important
the working of the holy Spirit in the Sacraments. Because the Holy
Spirit transmits the outward words and sacraments from our ears to
our soul.

Against the anabaptists who rejects Infant Baptism, Calvin
insists that “since in this age certain frantic spirits have grievously
disturbed the church over Infamt Baptism, and do not cease their
agitation, I cammot refrain from adding an appendix here to restrain
their mad ravings.”(Inst. 1559, IV xvi 1) He finds the foundations on
Infant Baptism in the Holy Scriptures and he does not reject it on
account of its usefulness.
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