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Abstract

This article compares the thoughts about “Church growth” in the writings of
Augustine(354-430) and Calvin(1509-1564), whose lifetime was bef:-e the rise
of the theological issue, “Church revival,” by analyzing their interp-ctations on
the parable of the wheat and the tares (Mt. 13: 24-3-. 36-43).

According to Augustine, just as the chaff and the good zrain & mixed in
the same fields, so also are the good and wicked people in the Ciurch. Even
though the Church might muddie through the bitter of her life in thi: world. the
Church will grow until the last day. as the wheat will do so until ne harvest.
The evil in this world will also be expanded, jus as the case ¢ the tares.
Because the Church is a mixed company. Augustine advocaed Church
members patience and a tolerant attitude toward everyone with the
eschatological vision.

Calvin Insisted on the eschatological aspect of this parable, just a: Augustine
did. Therefore, for Calvin, the planned time will finally come, when the Lord
will restore good order in the world and the evil will be elimnated.

On the other hand, in Calvin's explanatilon of the parable of tares and
wheat, the emphasis in Jesus parable was on separation. unlike Augustine's
interpreiation. Calvin encouraged the people not to be despondent ¢ver the co
existence of the good and the wicked in the Church. For Calvin the wheat
means the Christians in the Church who are regenerated hy the Holy Spurit
through the grace. Calvin's focus cn the identity of the wheat was t1e work of
the Holy Spirit. This is Calvin's distinguishable point from Augustine. (*)

Key Words : Church Revival, Church Growth, Augustine. Cawin, Bible

Interpretation
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1 T.H.L. Parker. Calvin's New Testament Commenraries (Edinburgh: T&T
Clark, 1993), 67.
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(Kampen: Kok, 2000), 23-18
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2.1. Of the Moral of the Catholic Church 34.75.6 (3:8)7
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University of California, 2000). A.D. Fitzgerald Augustine wwough the
Ages. (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans Publishing Company 1999)
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2.2. Letter 43.8.21.9 (3974)
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8 Augustine, Of the Morals of the Catholic Church. 37, 76. "Those, again,
who with wicked will persist in their old vices, or even add to them
others still worse, are indeed allowed to remain in the field of the
Lord, and to grow along with the good seed: but the time for
separating the tares will come"

9 CSEL 34.2. pp. 102-103.

19 Augustine, £p. 43. 8, 21. CSEL 34.2. pp. 102-103. “et ipsi nobis obiciunt
uel falsa crimina mortuorum uel etiam si uera tamen aliena non
intellegentes in his, quae nos eis obicimus, omnes illos teneri, in his
uero, quae nobis obiciunt, paleam uel zizania messis dominicae
reprehendi, ad frumenta autem crimen non perfinere neque
considerantes, quia, quibus mali placent in unitate, ipsi conununicant
malis, quibus autem displicent et eos emendare non-possunt neque ante
tempus messis audent zizania eradicare, ne simul eradicent ef triticum,
non factis eorum sed altari Christi communicant, ita ut non solum non
ab eis maculentur. sed etiam diuinis uerbis laudari praedicarique
mereantur, quoniam, ne nomen Christi per horribilia schismata
blasphemetur, pro bono unitatis tolerant. quod pro hono aequitatis
oderunt.



2.3. Reply to Faustus the Manichaean 22.72.11 (397-398H)
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2.4. Sermons on New Tastament Lessons 38.21.18 "2F 400)
2.5. Sermons on New Testament Lessons 38.22.14 "2F 400)

o} 28l Aok wFo] o3t Ao A mlElEg 1339 7i2HA] vl
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ALY FA EUEIAE 252 Folx|glelA BEAL A5 ngl
gho] gl wslEls of4g FHAAL ATk 2efu ofALREE 7lREA] ]
2 ARESIHEA EUEIZEZ dibeit) of /ARl oSty oyt
ofUgl A AAZ} oju, o] Aol &3 s} FAlo At

11 CSEL 25.1. pp. 669670

2 Augustine, Replv to Faustus the manchaean, 22. 72. “Thus th: true and
good God alone knows when, to whom, and by whom to order anything,
or to permit anything.”

13 PI 38. pp. 550551, Sermon 88).

14 Py, 38. pp. 551-552. Sermon 88).
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2.6. On Baptism, against the Donatist 4.9.14.16 (4004)
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15 Augustine, Sermons on New Testamenr Lesson, 338.21. PL 38. pp. 552-
553. “Qui autem deseruit unitatem, violat charitatem! et quisquis violat
charitatem, quodilibet magnum habeat, ipse nihil est. Si linguis hominum
loquatur et Angelorum, si sciat omnia sacramenta, si habeat omnem
fidem, ut montes transferat, si distribuat omnia sua pauperibus, si
corpus suum tradat. ut ardeat. charitatem autem non habeat: nihil el
prodest. universa inutiliter habet. qui unum illud. quo universis utatur,
non habet. Amplectamur itaque charitatem, studentes servare unitatem
spiritus in vinculo pacis.

18 CSEL 51, 237.

17 Augustine, On Baptism against the Donarists, 4. 9. 13. CSEL 51. pp. 238,
“de sacramento autem cum quaeritur, non utrum habeant aliquid
frumenti zizania quaeritur, sed wutrum habeant aliquid caeli. et
exterioribus enim et interioribus zizanils cum ipso tritico est pluuia
communis, quae caelestis et dulcis est ipsa, etiamsi ex ea zizania
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2.7. Letter 53.3.6.18 (400'4)
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2.8. The Letters of Petilian, The Donatist 2.79.174.20 (401/405
H)

steriliter crescunt. sic et euangelicum Christi sacramemtum diuinum et
suaue est neque propter eorum sterilitatem quos etiam fotis conpluit
inprobandum.” SIAARE 9] “AI2"AME shbde] Au]7l HE =}pet
orgh 4 EEoAl Fojzlta sh= 0|9} FAlE HE-E #|AST gtk oo
S Hak Augustine, City of God, 1.8

18 CSEL, 34.2. 156-157.

19 “- the Lord’s wheat, which must grow until the end of lthe world
throughout the whole field, i.e. the whole earth---."

20 CSEL 52. 108.
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2.9. The Letters of Petilian, The Donatist 3.2.3.22 (401/4054)
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21 Augustine. The Letters of Petilian, The Donatist, 2, 79, 173. CSEL 52108.
ne propter malos uentilabro ultimo separandos nunc a bonorum
societate pacis uinculum abrumperes, foras uento leuitatis excussus paleae
crimen obicis tritico et, quae fingis de malis. per contagionem ualere et in
bonis affirmas et, cum dominus dixerit: ager est hic mundus. messis autem
est finis saeculi, cum de frumentis et zizaniis dixisset: sinite utraque
crescere usque ad messem ‘-
22 CSEL 52. 162-164.
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2.10. Letter 76.2.24 (4044)
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2.11. Letter 93.9.31.25 (4084)
ofAzRe WA 93 oA vlEjEe 133l sl WaE LgshEy
wsje) B TR0 Mgty ) B Al R4z Fa

woltt. wepA] oJAXRY 7k ulf sjAlel 5w, Holzijgld] =

23 “For the field is the world, - not only Africa; and the harvest is the end
of the world, - not the era of Donatus.”

2+ CSEL 34.2. 324-28.

25 (CSEL 34.2. 445-96.
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2.12. Sermons on New Testament Lessons 23.1.27 (41

426-30)

2.13. Sermons on New Testament Lessons 23.4.28 (410 &2

426-304)

ok 410 E-& 4260141 30 Aol N1EHUE o] AAEY] Aok M
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6 Letter 93, 9, 31. "+ the Church, which is increasing throughout all
nations, has been preserved as the Lord's wheat, and shall he
preserved unto the end, vea, until all nations, even the barbarous
tribes, are withint its embrace. -+ for the filed is the world, and the
harvest is the end of time.”

v PL 38, p. 170. (=Sermon 73).

+ PL 38, pp. 471-472. (=Sermon 73).

9 Augustine, Sermon 23 (=Sermons on New-Testament Lessons) 4."-let the
bad change themselves, and imitate the good.”

U Augustine, Sermon 23 (=Sermons on New-Testament Lessons) 1. “Let the
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2.14. On Patience 8.31 (415-4174)
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good tolerate the bad”

31 CSEL 41. 669.

32 W. Greef. The Writings of John Calvin (Grand Rapids: Bal-er Books,
1994), 100-101.
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3.1.1. Commentary on the Prophet Isaiah (11:13) (1551H)33

W

29| o]afop AL 1551 ] vheRfET], oAl 117 1348& 314
ShA Ze migEe 1379 7lEA HEE ogsln 9k FAME
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(1’1’1&\11T1UIT1 atque 1mpr 1mis optandum beneficium est O]E]‘_l_l ?‘j‘a T 9)\
o}st
o A wwalel ke THE Foir Mol Pgickn v AlgE

o] 42 Aotk MY Zulo] Byl w3l SR E A EH, H5o]

o Aol Azt wiah, e} 2adeel FAIFAIE WielEe] Husk
om, BE Aol 1 £l itk & 4 ks
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33 CO. 36. (=Comm. Is. 11:13), 247.

M CO 36. (=Comm. [s. 11:13), 247. "In summa, Dominus hic externam et
internam pacem promittit, quod maximum atque imprimis optandum
beneficium est.”

35 CO. 36. (=Comm. Is. 11:13), 247. Obiiciet vero quispiam, hoc nunquam
fuisse impletum, imo prorsus contraria evenisse. Nam simul atque
evangelium exortum est, varia bella, tumultus et persequutiones
horrendae sequutae sunt, totusque fere orbis commotus et concussus
est.
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CO. 36. (=Comm. Is. 11:13), 247. Intus vero quam pacen obtinuit
ecclesia? Satan inter ipsos Christianos suis zizaniis horrib les turbas
concitavit, ut nulli fuerint infensiores et perniciosiores hostes quam qui
in ipsis ecclesiae intestinis fuerunt educati.

© CO 36. (=Comm. fs. 11:13), 247. Respondeo, prophetam hic universum
Christi regnum, non unam aetatem aut saeculum duntax it aliquod
complectl. Hic enim regni Christi primitias tantum gustamus : deinde ita
hostibus internis et externis vexatur ecclesia, ut nihilorinus eam
Dominus tueatur et conservet, omnibusque hostibus praevalea:

3 CO 36, (=Comm. Is. 11:13), 247. Ad haec proprie veris e legitimis
Abrahae filiis convenit hoc vaticinium, quos Dominus cruce =t exsilio
purgatos oblivisci coegit ambitionis et invidiae : sicuti inter -mmes qui
mansuefacti sunt in Christi schola cessat gloriae cupiditas.Ita iam aliqua
ex parte prestitum est, et quotidie praestatur quod hic promitt:l Isaias

9 €O 36. ( =Comun. Is. 11:13), 247. Sed pergendum est in istis 2xercitiis,
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3.1.2. Commentary on a Harmony of the Evangelists, Matthew,
Mark and Luke (Mt 13:24-30, 36-43) (15554)40

218 155540 vehd 7o) FREE FA6A Aol ke
Boxe] AL gUT ANAE FoseT o Lta Faen

Sl i1 A A ST AARe) e g TElnE gkl
QIR Rolc,

e vhelRg 1389 Jlk vk eI, WA AHoR FA
Y} sk §419 oFe] QU shdolnl, weh 18 deE A
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2 olojq o] ZleH e SR oEE BEska e ANstL o)

th o] AAolA &dlel Ade Jhn Qe WEE 1 U] Mgk RSt

S}l g0l Ao} 9l & ¥l Sirke Aold. W AREE 2
ool oY Lol Slujs 7R Alake] A4 Aojo ke Aol
Tha2 of dlol Yol 2ol ek Wl shdlel BEHE ofAsEe 1

A 49 AEET
ol ofshd o wlgolA 2 AlVgolhr] Hule w3lE oujsi,

et assidue intus et foris pugnandum, donec consequamur aeternam illam
pacem qua beati in regno Del perfruemur,

0 45, 367-371.

LW, Greef., The Nritings of Calvin, pp. 100-101.

2.0 45, (=Comm. Mat, 13:24-43), 367-371.
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Sicuti ergo Deus electos suos, qui originali peccato infecti sunt,

non creatione bonum semen facit, sed eos spiritus sui gratia

regenerat [F2 YES EXL 4XE] ita diabolus non creat malos
homines, sed a Deo creatos depravat, et in agrum Domini inse rit ad

vitiandum purum semen 44
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13 CO 45. (=Comm. Mat. 13:24-43), 368.
H CO 15. (=Comm. AMr 13:24-13), 368.
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st quidem haec valde molesta conditio, quod reprobis oneratur
ecclesia usque ad finem mundi: hoc tamen tempus nobis ad patientiam

ideo Christus praescribit, ne vana spe nos lactemus 6
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12 CO. 15, (=Comm. 1/t 13:24-13), 368-369.

WCO. 45, (=Comm. Mz 13:39), 369.

7 CO 45, (=Comm. A% 13:43), 371. “Insignis consolatio, quod filii Dei qui
nunc vel squalore obsiti lacent. vel latent nullo in pretio. vel etiam

probris cooperti sunt, tunc quasi sereno coelo, et discussis omnibus
nebulis. vere et ad liquidum seme! conspicui fulgebunt.



dedow 2w AAF JelaEqBe) BARR) AN AN

T 1

A o] kbR ulgel o sl Thest o] Al olck

i

Regnum patris quasi piorum haereditas terrae opponitur, L se in
hac peregrinari [ZXf ZE25] meminerint, atque ita in coelum ar spiren
{49
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2.1. Institutes, 4.1.16.
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% CO 45, (=Comm. M¢ 13:43), 371. “Verum quidem est, null 5 promitti
futuram gloriam, nisi in quibus {am eluceat imago Dei, 2t qui © eam per
continuos gloriae gradus transformantur :”

19 €O 15. (=Comm. Mt 13:43). 371.
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2.2. Institutes, 4.1.19.

e /15 g9 490 14 16304 ) g 7@74 WaE Do
Sbll AHgSh ik 2e WA A)ZelekCypriane Q18alel, 3 o
o EAske BOHR Bhe wael FeE Agsle F4 Lonn Ay

=
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2.3. Institutes, 4.12.11.

W CO. 2. (=lnst. 4.1.16.), 359 Piis autem et placidis hominibus hoc consilium
dat, ut misericorditer corripiant quod possunt: quod non possunt,
patienter ferant, et cum dilectione gemant atque lugeant; donec aut
emendet Deus ac corrigat. aut in messe eradicet zizania, et paleas
\'enti]etf'

SLCO 2. (=lnst. 1.1.19)), 761, "Bene ergo Cyprianus: etsi videntur, inquit, in
ecclesia zizania. aut vasa impura, non est tamen cur ipsi de ecclesia
recedamus...

22 CO. 2. (—[115[. 1.1.19.). 761. “nec quisquam sibi quod proprium est soli
filio vendidfet. ut ad aream ventilandam et purgandam paleam sutficiat,
zizaniaque omnia humano ludicio segreganda :
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% CO. 2. (=[pst. 1.12.11.), 912, "Tantum id fieri vult adhibita prud :ntia quam
Dommus quoque requirit, ne, dum eradicantur zizania. frumenta
laedantur. Inde colligit ex Cypriano: misericorditer igitur cortiniat homo
quod potest! quod autem non potest, patienter ferat, et cum dilectione
gemat atque lugeat.”
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