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Abstract ----- oo

A Study on Geneva Academy of Calvin
Tae Kyung Kwon (Chongshin University)

John Calvin has been known a greater protestant reformer than an
educational reformer. If one reviews Calvin’s works, one will notice the
commitment of an educational reformer. Calvin's formulation of
educational doctrine can be divided into three stages: (1) 1536-1538: His
conception of education started in College de la Rive. (2) 1541-1556; His
Geneva catechism was revised to meet the need of religious instruction.
(3) 1557-1564: (3) 1557-1564: Establishment of the Geneva Academy to

provide university education.

Among them, I will study the period of the Establishment of the
Geneva Academy in 1557-1564, and some observations concerning the
Calvin’s idea of education. This paper will examine the founding and
the educational system over the Academy of Geneva, and the
educational philosophy of Calvin. It is noteworthy to know of Calvin’s
view on education. Because Calvin’s reformation is not limited to
impact on a religious aspect, the reformation has influenced on all

aspects of his days.
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His contribution to education is as great as those to theology, while
examining the Geneva Academy. The education offered to the Coliege
and Academy was in many ways typically humanistic. The humanistic
characteristic of this plan of curriculum is its great stress upon the
ancients. Calvin stressed on the liberal arts in the curriculum of the
Academy. T wish that his emphasis on the liberal arts would be applied
to our modern Christian schools’ curriculum. In summing up Calvin’s
view of education, one might say that the basic objective which one had
in mind was the inculcation of the knowledge of God and His works for
Christian service. Calvin saw such instruction as a hopeful means for the
reformation of the lives of individuals and through them of home,

church and society.

In conclusion, we can understand the importance of Calvin's view of
education. His educational orientation implied Calvin's theology is
related to his reformation and his educational orientation is also a way
to reform the church and society of the 16th century reformation. In this
aspect for Calvin, the church and the school are two wings for his

reformation.

ZHol(Key Words) WA (education thought), XdlHt Ot7tE|0l(Geneva
Academy), & Z!El(John Calvin), 7IST W={christian

education)
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