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Jerom's Bible, Fautus, view it well:

‘Stipendium peccati mors est.” Ha!

‘Stipendium’, etc.

The reward of sin is death? That's hard. (1. 1. 38-41)%
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'Si pecasse negamus, fallimur
Et nulia est in nobis vestas.'
If we say that we have no sin,

We deceive ourselves, and there's no truth in us. (1.1.39-45)
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Why then belike we must sin and so consequently die,
Ay, we must die an everlasting death.

What doctrine call you this? Che sera, sera:

What will be, shall be? Divinity, adieu! (1.1.46-50)
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How? Now in hell? Nay, an this be hell, I'll willingly be damned here,
What! walking, disputing, etc? Bui leaving off this,
let me have a wife, the fairest maid in Germany, for I am wanton

and lascivious and cannot live without a wife. (2.1.138-41)
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Leave me a while to ponder on my sins

Accursed Faustus, where is mercy now?

I do repent, and yet I do despair.

Hell strives with grace for conquest in my breast.

What shall T do to shun the snares of death? (5. 1. 59-65)

AR 2Bl 2w dete] ] FA] vhgg wkE B ohe), sEARE FAY

oA AN7h A%S Wik g ole] et S48 L1 .

A3 migazdy s, A F2A0A
o] Rek ovke gAsdeta L . ..

Lo

Sweet Mephistopheles, entreat thy lord
To pardon my unjust presumption. . . . (5.1.69-70)
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My heart's so hardened I cannot repent.

Scarce can I name salvation, faith or heaven
But fearful echoes thunders in mine ears:
‘Faustus, thou art damned!” (2.3.18-21: W& a7} EA)
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O Tl leap up to my God! Who pulls me down?

See, see where Christ's blood streams in the firmament!
One drop would save my soul, half a drop: Ah, my Christ!
Ah, rend not my heart for naming of my Christ;

Yet will T call on him. O, spare me, Lucifer! (5.2.69-73)
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Where is it now? 'Tis gone; and see where God
Stretched out his arm and bends ireful brows!
Mountains and hills, come, come and fall on me,

And hide me from the heavy wrath of God! (5.2.74-77)
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Cut is the branch that might have grown full straight,
And burned is Apollo's laurel bough

That sometimes grew within this learned man. (Epilogue 1-3)
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Faustus is gone! Regard his hellish fail,
Whose fiendful fortune may exhort the wise
Only to wonder at unlawful things. . . . (Epilogue 4-6)
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7) Thoms, William John, ed. Early English Prose Romances. London: Nattali and Bond,
1858. Chapter 63.
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“What doctrine call you this?”:

Calvinism and Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus

Abstract Hyosik Hwang

No Elizabethan play outside Shakespeare's canon has raised more controversy
than Marlowe's Doctor Faustus, the center of which has usually been theological
matters. In spite of the critical conflicts the problems of Dr. Faustus could be
possibly solved by reading the play in the immediate context of its making. It
seems that the entanglements of the theology in Doctor Faustus are partly due to
insufficient understanding of the sixteenth-century theological background and, in
particular, partly to a misunderstanding of Marlowe's attitude toward Calvinism.
Writing the play in the time of the English Reformation Marlowe dramatized the
Faust story scrutinizing the problems of Calvinism which might have possessed the
contemporary intellectuals’ mind.

In the opening scene Marlowe presents Faustus as a Calvinist reprobate who is
distinctively in the prevalent mood of despair. In his desperate complaint, "What
doctrine call you this, Che sera sera," Faustus as a Calvinist reprobate sardonically
criticizes the Calvinist doctrine of election. In his hedonist view of hell Faustus tries
to escape from the fear and anxiety of the hell and rationalize his pursuit for
sensational pleasures. Faustus, however, cannot be an absolute hedonist, so that he
repeatedly agonizes over his damned state.

Calvin said that reprobates could not repent if they heard the God's
admonishments because he hardened their hearts beforehand. If this is true, Faustus
is not responsible for his action, and all the persuasions of the good and evil forces
on Faustus are nothing but repeated taunts for his damned fate from God. In the
last soliloquy made in the urgency of pending damnation Faustus expresses his

agony and suffering so vividly that the audience would have sympathy with his
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doomed fate, and also would be led to criticize the severe and merciless nature of
the Calvinist God.

Marlowe's Dr. Faustus was a great success among the contemporary audience
probably because of its resonance with their anxiety caused by Calvinism. Just as
anti-Calvinists' resistance at Cambridge played an important role in curbing the
growing power of Calvinism in England, so Marlowe's critical attitude towards
Calvinism made a dramatist's share of the contribution to the making of the
mainstream of the English thought, from Richard Hooker through John Domne to
John Milton, which had continuously pursued a balance between faith and reason.
The theological controversy in Dr. Faustus could be overcome by locating this play
in its immediate context of the English Reformation. In Doctor Faustus Marlowe
evokes the sympathy with the anti-Calvinist sentiment from the contemporary
audience by presenting a tragedy of a Calvinist reprobate who resists the Calvinist

doctrine but cannot escape from the framework of Calvinism.

» Key Words: Reformation, Calvinism, predestination, reprobate, grace, repentance,

conscience
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