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A Reformed Criticism on Karl Barth’s Concept
‘Seinsweis’ for Divine Person

Kim, Yong-Jun

Daeshin University

Barth prefers not to use the term “person’, but rather ‘mode of being.” With
the term ‘mode of being(Seinsweise)’ Barth intends to express the same thing
as expressed by the term ‘person’ not absolutely but relatively better, more
simply and more clearly. For Barth, the Middle Ages’ concept ‘person’ was
constituted by Boethius’ definition: personae strationalis naturae individua
substantia. The concept of ‘three persons’, for Barth, implies three individuals,
that is, tri-theism. Pannenberg and Moltmann criticize Barth’s understanding
of the concept of person as the meaning of modalism. However, Isidro, Jowers,
Torrance, Jonker and Louis Berkhof agree that Barth’s term ‘Seinsweise’ is not
a kind of Sabellianism. And Hill takes the middle position between critique
and support of the term Seinsweise. However, Barth’s ‘Seinsweise differs
from the traditional usage with his endeavour to reject the possibility of human
speaking about God. Although there are verified opinion if the term
‘Seinsweise’ leans towards modalism(Sabellianism) or not. it is clear that
Barth misused and misunderstood the traditional term ‘Seinsweise(tpémoc
UmapEewe)’. Since this term explains the concept that ‘in those Persons or
hypostaseis one and the same divine being is presented in distinct objective
and permanent expressions, though with no variation in divine content’.

The problem of Barth’s understanding ‘Seinsweise’ is closely connected not
only with Feuerbach’s critic of the traditional concept of divine Person, but
also with Barth’s criticism against ‘Natural theology’. This Methodology
implies another ‘Entmythologiung.” Therefore the term ‘Seinsweise’ cannot be
used for the term ‘person’. Therefore we, Reformed theology reject his
suggestion term
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