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28 53] FE el 20 2eae] A5 Sa e AT Nijenhuis7} A28 2143 241
< 2 F 3 Apele] FAAA 9E2 sty =gl Cf. W. Nijenhuis, Calvinus
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Abstract

Calvin's Doctrine of the Church

Yang-Ho Lee

According to Calvin, the church is our mother. Therefore, there is no
other way to enter life "unless this mother conceive us in her womb, give
us birth, nourish us at her breast, and lastly, unless she keep us under her
care and guidance until, putting off mortal flesh, we become like the
angels." Also, the church is the body of Christ. Therelore, it is
unpardonable to divide the church.

Calvin, following the Augsburg Confession, says that there is two
marks of the church. "Wherever we see the Word of God purely
preached and heard, and the sacraments administered according to
Christ's institution, there, it is not to be doubted, a church of God exists."
The discipline of the church is very important in Calvin. However, the
discipline is bene esse rather than esse.

There are four officers in the church, that is to say, pastor, teacher,
elder and deacon. Pastors' office is to proclaim the Word of God, to
instruct, admonish, exhort and censure, both in public and private, to

administer the sacraments and to enjoin brotherly corrections along with



46
"=@sI9 18 3 (2006)

the elders and colleagues. The office proper to teachers is the instruction
of the faithful in true doctrine, in order that the purity of the Gospel be
not corrupted either by ignorance or by evil opinions. Elders' office is to
have oversight of the life of everyone, to admonish amicably those
whom they see to be erring or to be living a disordered life, and, where it
is required, to enjoin fraternal corrections themselves and along with
others. There were two kinds of deacons in the ancient church, the one
deputed to receive, dispense and hold goods for the poor, not only daily
alms, but also possessions, rents and pensions; the other to tend and care
for the sick and administer allowances to the poor.

There are three powers in the church, that is to say, the power of
making doctrines, the power of making laws and the power of the keys.
However, the power of the church is not infinite but subject to the Word
of God and, as it were, enclosed within it. For example, the doctrines of
the church must be based on the Word of God. The church should teach
nothing strange or foreign to that doctrine which God included in the
Word of God. It is unlawful for the church to add to it or take away from
it. The power of the church is given for upbuilding and not for

destruction.
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