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A Study of the Doctrine of Predestination in the Confessions

of the Reformed Theology

Park, Keun-Seuk

Department of Theology

Graduate school
Keimyung University,

(Under the supervision of Professor Hwang, Jae-Bum)

(Abstract)

The thesis aims at studying how the concept of predestination has developed and
reorganized in the early confessions of the Reformed church. It will also study the
Korean Presbyterian church’s doctrines of predestination. The Belgic Confession includes
a short statement of predestination in its 16th chapter. Systematically the Confession
does not mention the doctrine of predestination in that of God, while it is followed by
soteriology. This means that the Belgic Confession is very different from the system of
the Institutes of the Christian feligion by John Calvin, which locates the doctrine of
predestination in that of salvation. Placing the doctrine of predestination before
Christology, the Belgic Confession says that it is God’'s election or predestination on
which Jesus Christ came into this world to save his elect, and to leave the rest, a point
reminiscent of Calvin’s doctrine of double predestination. This shows that the Belgic
Confession was influenced by the orthodox or scholastic thinking which gives more
importance to the doctrine of predestination than does e /nstitutes of the Christian
Heligion by John Calvin.

The Canons of Dort was made to answer to the five protests of the Armenian
theologians and produced the five principles of Calvinist theology (Total Inability,
Unconditional Election, Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace and Perseverance of
Saints). The Canons of Dort puts the doctrine of predestination at the center; it is the
basis on which stand the doctrines of salvation in Christ, sanctification, and final

salvation by perseverance of saints.
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The Westminster Confession of faith, which represents a new--ortho- dox--phase of
the Reformed theology, speaks of "God’s eternal decree,” which is the basis of
predestination. In the Confession, the doctrine of predestination is the basis of its
theology. It is different form zhe /Institutes of the Christian Feligiorn by John Calvin.
This is due to the influence of the 17th century Reformed orthodoxy on the Confession.
The Canons of Dort emphasized the importance of predestination and tried to find the
cause and the effect of God’'s salvation. The Westminster Confession advocates the
doctrine of double predestination, which means that some people were predestinated to
be saved, while some others were predestinated to be perished. In the Confession, the
doctrine of predestination becomes the foundation of the following doctrines of
christology and soteriology.

On the basis of the Westminster Confession, Charles Hodge and Benjamin Warfield
give importance to the doctrine of predestination and soteriology. And they put
predestination before salvation, which is different from the Calvin’s method. But L.
Berkhof and Park Hung-Yong places the doctrine of predestination in that of God.
Hence there is a dilemma: whether to put the doctrine of predestination in that of God
or in that of salvation. But we have to consider predestination in the doctrine of
salvation as Calvin did. This enable us to understand that salvation is not from our
desire but from the eternal predestination of God. This is systematically good, because
we cannot practically preach predestination before salvation.

But in these days faith on predestination is weak in the Protestant churches of Korea.
This is partly due to the Western missionaries to Korea, who emphasized revivalism and
evangelism which do not value the doctrine of predestination. Unfortunately, the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Churches in Korea accepted the 12 Statements of Faith
that do not include the doctrine of double predestination. This event has given a way to
make faith on predestination weak the Presbyterian churches in Korea.

Therefore the Churches in Korea, have to recognize and reconsider again that the
predestination in the confession of reformed theology is not an obstacle but very helpful

for the faith of the saints, missionary works and conviction of salvation.
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