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Abstract

A study on the economic influence of 16 century reformers
(Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin)

Man'’s life is determined not by natural instincts, but by personal decision,
social sense of values, religious faith. Therefore, the style and the pattern of
conduct is enormously different from that of animals. At the same time, there
always exists chances for the possibilitie of faults. Behind all these diversity and
the possibility of faults, the value-judgment and thought pattern is working. Here
I would like to look into the structure of economic system of 16th century which
had the foundation from the thought of reformers. And with reviewing their
economic system, I hope we can find what we can be, in 21st century, with the
infinite-competition system of economy today, how we are to act with our
economic life, and what we can do with our Christian faith with the people of
have’s and have-not’s. The reformers indeed had, in their theology, what to say
and do about human life with the god-given gift on earth.

It will be enough to look into three reformers, Luther, Zwingli, Calvin who
made the reformation possible. They made greate contribution that affected the
church, and the life of European people to begin a new generation. Their work
is still effective in the life of those in Europe, America, and other christian
countries.

What they, the Reformers, had in common was that they understood economy
with emphasis on the Word and sovereignty of God. Luther understood it that
economy is good works when it is derived from justification by grace through

faith. Zwingli understood it with the purpose of that which is the means to serve

_60_



life together. Calvin thought it as the means to glorify God and His sovereignty.
Calvin’s thought is that economy is the principle for God's justice and ruling on
earth. They all firmly rejected the sinfulness of man that makes people rapacious,
oppressing, squeezing. They suggested civil government a mighty sword to resist
against those unjust power. And they stressed voluntary service, from church and

christian people, for the poor people.
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