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Inspiration of the Bible

by J. Barton Payne, Th. D.
Covenant Theological Seminary

I. THE BASIS OF FAITH

A. The foundation of all our faith is our personal knowledge of the divine and living Person of
Christ. I Cor. 3:11; I Peter 2:6 (Isa. 28:16.)

B. Such knowledge comes on the one hand from the historical fact of His resurrection, Rom.
1:4, and on the otherhand from our experience of salvation, T Tim. 1:12. This latter is
dependent upon the former, John 16:9-11, I Cor. 15:14. Subjectivism alone would be without
content or certainty; objectivism alone would be without living faith.

Objective basis Subiective basis

Fact of the resurrection % ------------------------ —*! Experience of salvation ’
Y i
| PERSON OF CHRIST |
~ I s

Words of the ’*_ Words of Christ | _){ Words of the ‘
O.T. in the Bible N, T, |

C. The absolute authority of the Person of Christ takes shape in the words He spoke, Mt. 24:
35(Mk. 13:31;Lk. 21:33), the reception of which is the great mark of discipleship, John
15:7. That the w'ords recorded in the original Biblical documents should correspond to His own
words was the promise of Christ, John 14 : 26, and 16: 13; and His statements which concern
verbal authority may be traced to the earliest sources underlying the Gospels (Cf. Warfield,

Anspiration and Auﬂzﬂority, p. 144). Then textual criticismn has made the recomstruction of
the original documenté almost certain.
Seen negatively, since the Biblical words constitute practically the only objective evidence to
Christ, to pick and choose among them, to believe some and disbelieve others, amounts to
“making Christ in our own image;” and to reconstruct “The historical Jesus” on our subjective
staridard is to lapse into idolatry.

D. Once the Biblical Christ be accepted as normative there must follow the plenary acceptance of

the words of Scripture.

1. His specific statements :

- Mt. 5:18 “One jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass away from the ‘law, till all things

be accomplished. ” A liberal critic concedes, “Commentators have exhausted their ingenuity

‘in attempts to explain away this passage, but its meaning is too clear to be misunderstood.

Christ is here represented as speaking in the spirit of Alexandrine and Rabbinical Judaism, ”



