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Abstract

In recent days, it is not uncommon to see the terms ‘godliness’ or

piety’ substituted by the term ‘spirituality’ . ‘Spirituality’ , as a term,

originated from the Roman Catholic Church during the 1960s and then found
its way into the churches of the Reformed camp.

Since then, spirituality as a term has become so commonplace that its
connotation has become vague as its meaning has changed to suit the times.
More specifically, spirituality has also entered our understanding of the
doctrine of the Holy Spirit with interpretations colored by concepts of
mysticism.

As we encounter such theological turmoil, it is important to try to lay
a guideline for this specific terminology so that a clear definition may be
found which finds its roots firmly grounded in a Biblical foundation.

- Generally speaking, godliness refers to the spiritual state or manner of
believers based on their knowledge of God. Our research shows, however,
that godliness must be understood with respect to Christ' s Person and works.
In other words, the origin or source of godliness is to be found in the Person
and missions of Jesus Christ as opposed to being defined through the person
and conduct of an average believer. Put more strongly, the standard of
Biblical godliness can neither be understood nor defined through religious
virtue of believers. Biblical godliness must be defined from Christ’ s Person.
This Christo-centric aspect of ‘godliness’ has been paid scant attention
throughout its historical interpretation.

- The Biblical notion of truth, (as especially noted) in the Gospel of

John was not meant to be interpreted in a metaphysical manner. Likewise,
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the meaning of godliness in the New Testament was not meant to be
metaphysically interpreted or understood. Truth means Jesus and His
Kingdom in John 18:37, just as ‘godliness’ denotes Jesus and His mission in
1 Timothy 3:16. Thus Biblical ‘godliness’ can be understood utilizing both
redemptive-historical and eschatological perspectives.

To sum up, Biblical godliness should be defined in terms of Christ s
Person and Missions. In the same manner, the usage of ‘spirituality, as a
substitute for ‘godliness, should also to be used guardedly in a way which

relates to it in a Christo-centric dimension.
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1) d2}o] evoéfera, T pietas, PO A= A godliness & 231 9J o1} (KJV, NKIV),
piety(DBY), & religion © 2 27]% ¥ (RSV, NASB, NIB).

2) 270 gt 84 JALe] BelAl= 1. Howard Marshall, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary
on The Pastoral Epistles, (Edinburgh :T&T Clark, 1999), pp. 136-138 & B}

3) TDNT (in one vol.), pp. 1010-1014,; NIDNTT. vol 2. pp. 91-95.

4) Xavier Leon-Dufour, Dictionary of the N.T (trans. by T. Prendergast) (Sanfrancisco:
Harper & Row, Publishers, 1983), p. 323,
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5) B. I. Oosterhoff/ W. Steenbergen, Vroomheid in het Oude en Nieuwe Testament:
Apeldoornse Studies, No.7, (Kampen: J. H. Kok, 1974), p. 4, 28,

6) ibid., p. 31 .

7) TDNT (abridged in one vol.) p.1012, AAF A7 & W&ol TANA shbde FxF8 743
Al —?'*Ei"i £33 278 vjd9] P9 (conduct)o|t,
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14) [Matthew 19:4-6]. Here he is not discussing the mystical union with which he graced the
church, but only fidelity in marriage. For this reason he teaches that God declared man
and wife to be one flesh in order that no one should try to break by divorce that insoluble
bond. If Osiander dislikes this simplicity, let him blame Christ for not leading his
disciples into a mystery by more subtly interpreting his Father ‘s words. Nor does
Paulsupport Osiander s delusion. When Paul has said that we are flesh of the flesh of
Christ Ephesians 5:30-31], he adds at once: “This is a mystery” [Ephesians 5:32]. For
Paul did not mean to tell in what sense Adam uttered the words, but to set forth under
the figure and likeness of marriage the holy union that makes us one with Christ. Even
the words themselves express this! For when he informs us that he is speaking of Christ
and the church, by way of correction he distinguishes between the rule of marriage and
the spiritual union of Christ and the church. (B2 3.1.13-14) <BZE2 YA 2>

15) F. L. Battles ed. The Piety of John Calvin: An Anthology lllustrative of the Spirituality of
the Reformer, (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1978), p.1708,
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16) B. J. Oosterhoff/ W. Steenbergen, Vroomheid in het Oude en Nieuwe Testament:
“Apeldoornse Studies, No.7, (Kampen: J. H. Kok, 1974), p- 32
“... Darmee is in de eerste plaats de mystiek, in de strike zin van een onmiddelijk contact
~of zelfs een versmelting met het goddelijke, uitgesloten. Ook wanneer uitdrukkingen
gebruikt worden, die zeer sterk de eenheid tussen Christus, resp. God en de gelovigen
benadrukken, zoals het in de Johanneische geschriften veel voorkomende ‘blijven in”,
dan is toch geen sprake van een directe mystieke gemeenschap *
17) 24 28 o8 WHFe R BE S itk #2: K Munzer, NIDNTT, vol. 3, p. 225
“The staternent that Christ abides in (mejnw ejn) the believers is a statement with an
indubitably mystical element; it creates an inner unity, a unio mystica’ (2= 9%)
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8.9:31; 8 2:5; 3:12; 8:2; 10:2,7; 13:43,50; 17:4,17; 22:12; & 1:18; 4:5; 5:6; 11:26; ' 4:8; P 1:9;
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1:3,6,7; 2:5,6,9; 3:7, 11; r 1:4,15,18
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P . cleriAe) A28 ol e a4 T7)2we] A Person)
2 A (Works) & A9 T3] 9, 4] G 4o} L 20 FHOE o

aisto] $t71 wEol o,

el

L)
A e
g

)
o
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o2 AA 3169 BA Hh(r0 ™ eboeBeial pvoTipior)o| T
o 4o E £42 BHHCE AE 545 Uitk £ 5 A ¢
Ao|A on] o]AE M HZE &7 (epexegetic genitive) = F4 £4
(genitive of apposition)o]2} s}gTh” wEbA 7| A 3 WL & A
2 5F 0% 7o) & ujdo]gh= Tolth ‘

A o]HE AHE o FeollA Zold ¢ gk Que] BF
(78 onueiov lwvd ; 1} 12:39)L QW HAFE B3 T QA Fo
£Ho] olg}, g1} Aale] BA o Wolth WRPIAR AR AE (mw
Swpedy ToU  dylov mvetuarot ; 8 2:38)& AJHo] & HEo|g Solal
‘Ao DB’ ( rov appafiva Tob metuaros ; LZ- 1:22) T T AJFHo] F

Zolg Folry, I3 B(E]) o}l X (kardrepa (uépn) Ths vis 5 Y
49)2 % o QlE of= & Wohe Aol o} Y| e 2k o ulste]
g A2 ok A& btk T T 23] W (7 kegaki Tov
oduato, T ¢ éxidnoia’: F 1:18)& F A3 w3le] Fof #F v, of
7\ME 237} 2 (AL Fol# ol B R FH w3l vzjd Folr}.

2o BE 722 71 AAY Y (10 ™ ¢ edoefelac pvoTipior)
ol 7ol & ™ol & 4 QlFlThe Eolrh o] B4 HREHA 3116
o] o] Yehd o Rolth T HjEL vhE ofd ARl I whAlst

31) Zerwick op cit.
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U 2R 02 AN} AR o] 19 A=EA Yepsttt (2
1:26-27). JZ|L o] shue] Wl JAk ghofE A8gh A)4e] BE B
S7F O ITHE 223). 2okl A wd] ae)axg 7l 2
T34 Hde Jejawof Ho) g )AL HlE TEAE P 9L As)
2 ok S oA S ofsfRtel glof el 1A 1FT AL S
T EUHOE Sopop ATt TR A7 of@h AR Ay, AsHe Hi)
2 BHP| ol dlH] A4, AA A 2 ojsfateol & Ao},

D oA 336

ofE & 18] HRe|(FA 1:3)eA] & UEE] A5} o) a4 s

48 AE 97 0T, 40 vHo] F A4S W) dhgelnh, e
Tﬁ"ﬂ/ﬂ e AA ] TrlA%e) HY (76 pvordpior Tob Xpovoi )& %
2 £4& 9fste] B9 vy & olashe= v =go] d Aojr}
Telame v e JAng F3te] shbd Ghstal A o
o] AF 2S5 WelASL e, dxpH o g W 4yl oelEY aF
(unification)©] A} 2 F<] 23] ¢to] o] FojA & A& WITEY TN vk

S A 34 H Telaw WY o S e 2o] 7Sk Yok

32) Hendriksen, op cit. p. 137 “That the expression ... refers to Christ is clear from the fact
that whatever follows in verse 16 refers to him” <@%3 o|9elx):= Ax}e] A>. The NIV
Study Bible, p.1839, “That secret, as the following words indicate, is none other than
Jesus Christ.”

33) The NIV Study Bible, p. 1794, "Here the word ‘mystery’ has the special meaning of the
private, wise plan of God, which in Ephesians relates primarily to the unification of

believing Jews and Gentiles in the new body, the church.” <222 =9 A>

dlek AW o 7122 ol 29

Z AN WA HEE WA SR AL Wk olr] t7 7153 2oy o] A
< god aejaxe HYgS Uk Age AS U7t ¢ 5 JleEEt ofA
79| ASH AEER AAAENA FH o2 el Aol e Al
A AFge o EolAl A 8] bk oY ol (this mystery) o8
Q50 B-g.0 2 dhjgto} T|AE d5 QHA $A FAE H3L I AA
7+ S3 3 el Zefste A7t HolzH() 3:3-6)

‘o|arel Eo] B0 2 Fuielw 3 FA} HaL 3 AA7} S 9
7 ko] Feshs AF ¥71 HE AL wgola} gk o] AL ol 2:1594
‘0] 2 A71Y] eholA B A Ak Rof."? = FskaL vk 2 1
g2z Hge ‘8 Al A} (one new man) 0 2 FZ2H Aokhs] e} GA€
th Ak 3| E o3l (many) o2 Tep/|HTE ‘& A AFY 02 BAE AL 4
2ol ‘& w8 o1& (whole church Person)e] S4& UEPATE? w2
ggaxse HEe thEo] ozl & w3|Fe Q1A EA4E A g <
A FYAHE Ay (F AP ol FojAE Ag WK 94). =
Jgjaze e ALY Ao whet HolA] $= 18| (invisible church)
ol dR2A ‘§ A A o 3], FLEH 13|, T & LIt FREE
AL ag|2xe vdele}

o3 gox iz v & A7ie] vldolzal ofn] W3
th ANk s)E o3 (many) o8 A Y1, 5 HO0ne) 2 B dldY A
BAA B o, o]irelst freielo] 3 FLEA ws| 2 AxHE Ao 1
2xol Hjdelt), o]AL Z AR vholt), TejARe vldd B Hd

34) elvar Td €0vn ovykhnpovdua kal gbgowpa kal ouupétoxa T émayyeAd év
Xoworw, "Inoov 8ia Tou évayyeriov (ovw [7]4] 3rAdolrt 3w 29

35) lva ToU Sto kTiop év aitw €l éva wawov dvBpwmov... (kTilw [create] & ARg-5ha]
A AE (@S AE BT A F2BN S e

36) 3347], MEF SRR oj8)9 A2 WY, (LA, FTHF (1999), pp. 24-25.

37) Hij schept de twee in vijandschap met elkaar levende groepen tot een nicuwe mens. Hij
maakt van de heidenen geen Joden en van de Joden geen heidenen, maar Hij voegt beide
samen tot iets geheel nieuws, een nieuwe mens ... Deze ene nieuwe mens is de nieuwe
mensheid en daarmee is dan dedoeld de kerk. De kerk is een scheppingswerk van
Christus. Christus heeft dit gedaan in Zichzelf. De kerk als een nieuwe mens, een
lichaam, een organisch geheel vindt haar bestaan in Christus.




o YA ETH: Holtt, 28z Ad E agATE slaita & 4 g
The ot}

2) 83HE-5- 18:36-38

AW & el Ea}ﬂaﬂomw T
g A 44\3:5 aa
4 o

A7 shAl = W vehs o] Algel 3 Ao] ole} wal uf Yt

O] AR &3 A W F50] A 2 FUlSNA ¥719A) @l

~ Ssioeleh o)Al ) ke avlo] &5k Ao ofuzt detert 7ty o

HE YL o] ok RN cgtetAlE ) B3 2o] ujr) %}OMEPQ

7} o1& A3t ko ol SAsk] Abdol sk 2 Halo] theke] 25

E R R o) &3 A o sl ExUF S Wales) g}
25 ZP} F Rl sheie) (8 18: 36:38%)

ATEE FH YRt o] Mgl Lo Ak &akx) grghry
Ex A A71 &34 ehgieF Y T sl 2R Wakes ) o)
P RN, & Ut oA ey sk HEETY 1o ey
& Ao pol gk Azstalnt. 2T o4y AHalo] uhE o] At 9
OTN Al S84 ke FY Uzl ol AASALGY Fye o2
Ak YA & o]2 fi3te] Aol QM stk o)2 gaiel @

38)H Paciiela 1y éun obk Eomv éx Tov Kbopov TovTOV.

39) v I;} 8¢ 17 Baothela 1 éun otk Eoriv évrel Bev.

40) ‘T )7L o] op ¥ (Oujkou’ n basileu;” ei\] suv)E FHA9] T 718k Ao
ouj + A08e] AL I30] Tl TR, § 439, 1510 2 efns] S50 Lol Ee o]
I A 4l S LD € 5l 9 o] iz Folely

nj7} =

f‘if‘ &JIN

ot Azt o) JISEH ofsf 31

Fd vate] ¢ FA)7] gste] & Fojrt, i o] & H3tof & FH W
go] Hoj MEI grk? IR 2 FF of thste] SAsH Aotk 1
deg A & ded 3 o vl g G Hy & BF R
Tel A2 o £8 A el 2018 B H) ek, Z o) X
o & dde) 95 5S4 U AUES SeE 2T W &
F B78: v éx ™ & dAnbelad)E ‘o) APl &3 (364: éomv éx ToU
Kboov TovTov) e T F-Z(syntactic structure)7} A 3HA YRt
agste] W £ o] A T tise AXe k., aFETE o] W =
341 ojn|7} oluf2} djgd el lAolTt, o] A& o det Flo] §lrt. kst
ol AL B teHduro faotdeia)] A7) HEOlTE ZEA] vt
2 o] APl &3 A7) gBo] Wi o= &8 At Yrke Tl o] A
' b Yeks g, shubde] vgke gt
agug o] FHdA e & Ggdst 19 vt & e met
A T Yef ghe BAL 2 dgde] 9 02 tiagAle vk Yehia
&g ulE &4 guk 1HER e 2 dFEa 140806, Mol o
T AAH o o E]ofo} zﬂ“E‘r Age g TE &5 AE0
&3 e U ol SLEH 0B ook .
2] E4& 43 @%77/\1 dale U & vhede] A i3t
AR = Aee s e dekg AA R osisiA e o Fr Wekee 3
2 Fogd oz ofsista AUrh 2eA st FAOIF 3L S,
olAL 21AFY zlElolal ol R £ Aotk & T
41) L. Morris, The Gospel According to John, [NIC], (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co. 1971), p.770.
42) el Tov TO
43) M: Zerwick, A Grammatical Analysis of the Greek New Testament, (Roma: Editrice
Pontificio Istituto Biblico, 1993) p.340 ; __, Biblical Greek, ss.213.; A. T. Robertson,
Word Pictures in the New Testament, vol.V , (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1932),
p.294 “Note repetition of e/’ Tov 7o (for this purpose), explained by {va papTypriow
T d)m@a'q (that I may bear witness to the truth).”
44) {va ¥ epexegetic infinitive (Zerwick, §.410)
45) 2& BAL+ 2 WAL+ &4 BA

46) B3], “Eug 9F w6 A% AT, ThEEE e A sled W) L8V BEYL, (2
alstfshel 3, 1999), pp.142-146,

)-&

v}
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(who)& F (what) 0.2 HPo] & Aolth E4Z W & ' ]’“‘a‘fﬂr
T LEF & keI 14694 dlgde] AejojAe o7 ME dgd, F
o W2 29 ¢ H4E 23ste] e g gk wepy of Fzle oln
already)g} F(not yet)9] FEEAQ oJu|g I e T H‘E} o,

IHER 2] 542 st AekAd, M2 o4y 9439 A}
GO ofgfetRo] A= A o T)axe AAF 19 *}Q%P-E HER
o Fth= ol

Fee A0 23] o agax%Y Q1F3 AFgo]ojok sh= H L
FABTE AM 219 370 o A7 #EE Be AFE0 x4
o) FEE AL FLY Y% gloh. a8 HREY A7 159 9E
o] el 8 359 A 9zt Ao} QA9 B2 FEEe] g Ao
ok A7161A 3 AL o Yo} oA RE A% o4 2| A5 9177} ALY
of wkg} A4EA olsfatolol stky EaoA] BHel gk, Sl oj4de] ol
Zo] & 3] QA0 gM ALES Riele We 719E 4= g} o7 o)A
Hzel Azle & T2 940 Delare Qlde 2 $UYL B 4 Ak

’ ofFA T2 1A 7] 23 AR AHL TEAH O o]
b g} T olgE AN (eboéBera)d] ZYo] 0.8 AR Z4Ea 72L& d%
o] 3171 “H-rolﬁ} A o] Eo] 0 o] 59] 7A} 53] B3N A A RE]

]

/\}-8—5]31 A ol fel7I= S wkx] A (mvevuaricod)o]d To
£ o1 7N 0B FaALASl ARS whalsis AXYY A7
ol ¥& 05l o o) vhobx] A WA S whdsa Yok wolth A}
A o] F7HA] B BEA G ol 5 ik o] A N ojF T
o Aot B2 o] 20| 957 49 Bo] YIrke Dolrh wepy A
47) 9 2:2, 316, 47,8, 6:3,5,6,11, 9F 3:5, D 111, ¥ 1:3,6,7, 311

I8 B (eujsebh” = devout)o!% 2w AL A 10:2,7, 22:12 ofj gk vheth

48) & 1:11, 7:14, 15:27, LA 2:13,15, 3:1, 9:11, 10:3,4, 12:1, 14:1,37, 15:44,46[2], Z 6:1, 9 1:3, 5:19,
6:12, & 1:9, 3:16, W7 2:5[2], 283 BAYQ mrevuaTind " = 27 2:13,14 A 11:80 9 Lotk

}~o
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¥ o] o] BARBIE A7 08 ARAEoE viRE A 2o T
POk Eo] HARSRE EAE 1 °W°ﬂ": A Akt el AR
B o] %d] H]EHUEE on|gitt, o] dde] TEAY W wE A4
=9 FEA HE S I o :r‘*)—’-,“*}zi B8-S APEFA 15444694
WA of e o)Al ol gdo] ‘AT Go] HE (VEvévero - 6 éoxaros
"Abdy els mvetua {womowody ) B0 WIIEY TIPA FHL JoJAT¥
(6 8¢ wipos 6 mvetud éomw )AL AUTTHIS- 3:17).
gepd FH = e AHo R HEFe o (ife-giving Spirit)o]
A 59 1 G i Ak s] JRAA At IR o] B2 2
A 4 datel FAYE AEETSE A B S8 e FuE Y
AHFENAE U 44 & gl 2ol & B ol

™ of

fF 1‘

g walol e A o] ‘G o= dAE ] de] 201 Gl AL
o] Althe] Algtdoj] zFolr} wEhA o] 2 ARE = gtk 1%
AFe 1F AR AL o 2 H8E 2 Zolrth whebA Agt
2 FAE Axdke o) MYAlske] FHe A7 = AT
d 9k (Coram Deo) AF= AlAke] 44 H=E 7te)7le B2
gkck e B ae|A] Aol alzke] A S rlElivte
9] ojafgat ojue}, A7IA Bl Zo] Eof7hA ik 21F FA4 A
2¢ ol3l7} glofol 3 TFH3ITh ThA] A zlolw Ak A &
A FA7} AR7F opt) AL AREY B9l w3l WeHAl o4 18]

[ W
%
0,9,

49) R. B. Gaffin, The Centurality of the Resurrection, (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House,

1978), A= .

50) [He Abe] BHEE] .. §o] Bog A3 AR Fog A At §9 Fo] 3leE EE 3 Fol
vt 7129 v A AR ofghe Ak o] Hch 8 Zo) vhAl et ol A FE Y I Hi’ib}‘%
ZeU HAE A AL o e S SlE AR 1 o) A AUzl (I 15:44-40). F= Gl

A Fef ool Al Feole A Hel fl=uzh (3% 3:17).
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259 Q144 FA ghe Aol

ofAl 7w o] & ‘ZE|axd HT 2 ofs|E= Ao tiste]
SR ool G =t geAH B T Falolu A Al
3 BoME e v o 1A T S BAT 5 gAY o
‘A APAE &SRO v 34 v-A A (rdyvTa Person)g 71A1A B
olg FAY BE AEe AHEA AFE & 133 41E(whole Church
Person)] 41& B Al8lojof gt 2|3 Je)ak Ahale] ArolAlt) wlhA]
X2 Fo)d8r (metaphysical) FA17} o}zl 9143 (personal) F-A4|0]5
o] AR T Y] AAke] A% $8 T BAlo) A Sae Ao olg} Al
A2 T8 139 w2 a5 Tejame] AN Suselol ik

AL AT AER B FUEF B4l oA A, AR T
A%, 55T 2o] A ARlo] Hojl Hlo] oz} o Te Ak T4
AF o 2 ghr)oto} oul(already) AEE dro} A AUA HYout o}y ¢k
¥3}4) EHnot yer) 4 E 29 shfolt), mep L wix|et e 29 4
d o o] Fold Aot & BAL Sk T ok T AT o] S8l A=
7k olm] AU Qe BAge] F49] Hel ek, 1A Axehd AAE 5
o] §ivhe Q21RE] 7hAjof shet, -2l A7g Akso] ofn] Hof ke AR
£ YA B ARk =¥k Ao] shubd gl Als $-E]e] YFoltt 1
e AERE 7AE HolA] Y w3l vglsal 1glaxs oldd £ 74

Hok 212 W ERo], AR AFEAke] Ao 7 AN 2Ho] gl
£330 2 A7 (godliness, piety) 1 AA7} 1A% FAH
(Christo-centric)o|Th, wEhA] HZ ofgh T tAld] 2o]7] AJZEE ‘GA

51) Matthew Henry' s Commentary on the Whole Bible vol.6 (1 Timothy) p.818 : “What is the
mystery of godliness? It is Christ; and here are six things concerning Christ, which make
up the mystery of godliness

52) 37), Telad 28] 23l vk o QA6 B HE Aoke] FEALE Sl Ha, (& 9%
T, 1998); RIS AT FLE oleh e M2 WY, (AN, ATE (1999: 14-48) T
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(spirituality)o| & B ik FH02 FBaHA AR ofoF . o] 7o)
25 AA A o] U RI8H| 20|A] RFeF s A AT A

9 of o]zt AT o

F3L=A (Mo B =M A9

A, V15 (FFe) 94 @F 2 \internet\ A7 ERIB\AEF JA49
A htm (99-11-08) :1-6

PN, eled 28 JEa g A A AFHE A e st A,
(A& APBESAL, 1998);

7], NEFe] FLE olgfe A2 AY, LA AZEE (1999: 14-48)

F7), 2mdd OF AR FAs A, Tigasle] AR sed Bk H7Y =
£4,, (1999-139-158)
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Ernest Kaeseman, “The Gospel and Pious”, Fellowship for Bibical Studies, 7?
(1990) :1-9.

1. Howard Marshall, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on The Pastoral
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