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Brock and Nathaniel Gray Sutanto, ‘Herman Bavinck's Reformed Eclecticism: On
Catholicity, Consciousness, and Theological Epistemology,” Scottish Journal of
Theology 70, no.3(2017), 310-332.
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50 Bavinck, “The Catholicity of Christianity and Church’(1992), 227: “They were one
in baptism, faith, and hope, one as members of the same body with various gifts
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51 Bavinck, “The Catholicity of Christianity and Church”(1992), 250-251.
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[Abstract]

A Study on Herman Bavinck’s understanding of the cathol-
icity of the Church

Jin Gi Park

(Namseoul Church, Associate Pastor, Systematic Theology)

This article studies the concept of ‘the Catholicity of the Church’
presented by Herman Bavicnk(1854-1921), a Reformed
dogmatician who played a important role in the Neo-Calvinism
movement in the 19th century. Moreover, it examines and finds
a solution to the ecclesiological problems facing the Korean Church
today. Herman Bavinck was born into a family which became the
center of the Afscheiding movement in the Netherlands in 1834,
and throughout his life tried to preserve that tradition. However,
he did not stay only as a separatist but worked for unity of the
Church with Abraham Kuyper(1837-1920) after the Doleantie
movement in 1887. The reason Bavinck was able to fight at the
forefront with such aspiration for the Church’s unity was because
of his belief in the Catholicity of the Church based on the
Catholicity(universality) of Christianity. His understanding of this
subject is revealed in depth in The Catholicity of the Christianity
and the Church and Reformed Dogmatics. This article evaluates
that Bavicnk's concept of the Catholicity of the Church succeeds
the Reformers’ invisible church idea very well, and also evaluates
that it is properly connected with the Neo-Calvinist's organic form
of visible church. And as a conclusion, it examines what lessons

Bavinck's understanding of the Catholicity gives to the Korean
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Church. It suggests that the Korean Church pursue the true
Catholicity of the Church in unity in diversity beyond the uniformity
caused by uncritical imitating Mega Churches’ systems and

programs.

Key Words: Herman Bavinck, Neo-Calvinism, The Catholicity of the
Christianity and the Church, Reformed Dogmatics, invisible
church, organic form of visible church
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