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[Abstract]

Tim Keller's Pastoral Theory: Focusing on Center Church

Hyun Phyo Yang
(Chongshin Theological Seminary, Assistant Professor, Practical Theology)

This study focuses on the pastoral theology of Rev. Tim Keller,
the founder and senior pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church
in New York, who is currently focusing on the “Redeemer City
to City” movement. This study was based on Tim Keller's Center
Church, his various other writings, and seminars he has hosted.

Keller's theory of pastoral ministry consists of three main
pillars. They are “Gospel”, “City (Culture)’, and “Ministry (Church
planting)”. This writer was able to find the following pastoral
ministry themes based on these three pillars. @ Gospel-centered,
@ City-centered, ® Culture/contextualization-centered, @ Social
justice/mercy-centered, and ®Church planting-centered. In
addition to these, other themes such as family-centered,
vocation-centered, prayer-centered, apologetics-centered, and
missional church-centered. In this study, however, only the earlier
five major themes are considered as comprising Keller's core
pastoral theology.

In evaluating Keller's pastoral theology, this study finds the
following: first, it is built on a clear understanding of the gospel;
second, it is inclusive, flexible, and coherent with Reformed
theology; third, it is based on pastoral experience, as opposed
to mere theory; fourth, it is committed to apologetics based on

rationality. However, there is a small weakness as well: an



idealistic tendency to trust too readily in human judgment.
There is relevance to Keller's pastoral theology on the Korean
church. While Keller's pastoral theology is a high quality seed,
it cannot bear fruit if the soil is not ready to receive them. Keller
developed his theology in the soil of New York, NY, USA, where
it bore fruit. What clues are there for us to bear fruit in the soil

of Korea? This is the task of our study of Tim Keller today.

Key Words: Tim Keller, Redeemer Church, Pastoral Theory, Gospel, City,
Culture



