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2) Bernd Moeller, “Piety in Germany around 1500,” in The Reformation in Medieval
Perspective, ed. Steven Ozment (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1971), 54, Carlos
M. N. Eire, War Against the Idols: The Reformation of Worship from Erasmus to
Calvin (Cambridge/New York: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1986), 11. note 8.

3) a3t TolA7E FHAIY 7Ry, 3 o (A& TRl AE, 1988), 187-89.

4) Jaroslav Pelikan, The Growth of Medieval Theology (600—1300), The Christian Tra—
dition, vol. 3 (New Haven, CT/London, 1978), 165ff.
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9) Pelikan, The Growth of Medieval Theology (600—-1300), 181—83.
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11) Ibid., 187.

12) Miri Rubin, Corpus Christi: The Eucharist in the Late Medieval Culture (Cam—
bridge/New York: 1991), 108-29. FHl-& ®ldle] d=71= (Hildegard of Bingen,
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21) 2l 715 7Y 8, 4.10.23.
22) CO 12, 7. Eire, War Against the Idols, 234-35.
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26) CO5, 233-312 (De christiani hominis officio in sacerdotiis papalis ecclesiae).

27) CO 6, 537—588 (Petit traicté monstrant que c'est que doit faire un homme fidele
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39) ZWl, V1=n e, 1.2.1.
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[Abstract]

Calvin's Understanding of Idolatry
Samuel Y. Lee (Kosin University)

This article aims to see how Calvin came to mainly view
idolatry in negative terms. In order to effectively achieve
this purpose, an attempt has been made to briefly review
historical background and doctrinal considerations re—
garding idolatry. Based upon this preliminary consider—
ation, it has been attempted to inquire on Calvin's
understanding of the nature and result of idolatry. The
historical background has been probed in term of the late
Medieval spirituality, the conversion of Calvin and his
view on Nicodemism. In the late fifteenth century Roman
Catholicism had exhibited a strong tendency to visualize
her spirituality in terms of saint worship as well as a dis—
tortion of the eucharist in the mass. Calvin could not stay
in this church filled with idolatrous and superstitious
practices and eventually had left it and joined to the cause
of the Reformation. Since he himself was faced with idol—
atry in the Roman Catholic church, Calvin was able to
keenly observe the danger of Nicodemism and to engage
with the issues of warning against idolatry. On the issue
of doctrinal consideration, Calvin thought piety, which is

a combination of love and fear of God in man's heart pro—
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duces a proper knowledge of God. This knowledge func—
tions as a basis for an acceptable worship to God. Lastly,
in Calvin's thought on the nature of idolatry was ex—
pressed in human arrogance replacing the living God with
human contrivance, contempt for God, and self—contra—
diction. The results of idolatry are mainly seen in negatve
concepts as well, They are expressed in distortion in three
different subjects: ecclesiastical law, eucharist in the

mass, and prayer arising out of saint worship.

Key Words: John Calvin, idolatry, Medieval spiritual—
ity, conversion of Calvin, worship, eucharist, prayer,

saint worship
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