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[Abstract]

A Reflection on Calvin's Understanding of the Pre—
existence of Christ
Yong Kyu Lee (Together Church)

This paper calls attention to the necessity and impor—
tance of the doctrine of preexistence in Calvin’'s theology.
Calvin described the doctrine of the incarnation by utilz—
ing extra Calvinisticum, His understanding of Christ's
preexistence has a close relationship with soteriology. As
a consequence, his understanding of the preexistence of
Christ is salvational.

Calvin has also discussed the preexistence of Christ in
the relationship of the Trinitarian God. It is true that the
economic Trinity appears definitely in his theology. And

the immanent Trinity is also expressed in various ways

Zuio] Ja|Aso| MAA ofshol st ot /olgw 47 -

without being denied. When the economic Trinity is
strongly affirmed at the cost of the immanent Trinity,
there is no way to avoid the risk of modalism. In direct
opposition to this extreme, one cannot evade the danger
of speculative theology if the immanent Trinity is strongly
favored instead of the economic Trinity. However, Calvin
knew how to steer clear of Charybdis of modalism and
Scylla of speculative based upon his sound and biblical
understanding of the relationship between the doctrine
of the Trinity and christology. Calvin spoke of the Trinity
in his knowledge of Scripture, which had been revealed
in economic terms. Then he was able to discuss the im—
manent Trinity from the right perspective. His under—
standing of the preexistence of Christ is founded upon a
balanced and yet biblical view of the doctrine of the Trin—
ity. According to his understanding of the preexistence
of Christ, Calvin would have rejected a dichotomy be—
tween the historical Jesus and the Christ of faith, the re—
sult of speculation in modern theology. For these reasons,
the preexistence of Christ, as it was espoused by Calvin,
can prevent Christianity from being driven into a religion
of achievement. Furthermore, Calvin would direct us into
a right direction as we attempt to have a better under—
standing of the preexistence of Christ.

Keywords: preexistence of Christ, extra Calvinsticum,

doctrine of the Trinity, adoptionism, modalism
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