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[Abstract]

A Study on Peace in The Bible & Works of Apstolic
Fathers
Jo Gyu Tong (Grutergi Presbyterian Church)

The recent terror attacks by Daesh revealed the fragility
of our human being’s peace and the tormenting reality of
broken peace for the nation and its national relations, not
to speak of the casualties and their close members. State
of peace is generally understood as that of without—war
state: however, personal peace cannot be neglected.
Inter—personal chain is so tightly co—webbed that damage
to a single point of the chain is to influence another point
and then leads to total collapse of peace. Any kind of
counterattack always produces even more devastating
result to the attacker.

This study questioned whether it is possible to make
peace come true in such a world, Ultimate answer to this
question should be found in the bible, so the fact that
what the bible teaches about peace was the main interest
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of this study. The reasonable conclusion drawn in the
process of summarizing the concepts of peace in the Old
Testament and New Testament was:

The starting point about the meaning of peace for non—
christians, or extreme pacifists, and the bible is funda—
mentally different., Moreover, the “peace” cannot be
achieved through our efforts. Nevertheless, every chris—
tian was called not to hesitate but to exert his/her influ—
ence to make this world peaceful. This call starts from
saving “a soul’,

Such teachings from the bible are also found in the les—
sons of Apostolic Fathers. This study focused on the
terms and topics related to the notion, “peace”, found
from Didache, Epistles of Clement, The Epistles of Ig—
natius, The Epistle to Diognetus, Polycarp's letters and
Conffession, Tertullian. This study noticed that what the
bible teaches about peace and what the bible’s main con—
cern is were continuously emphasized throughout the
early christians’ society and Apostolic Fathers. Through
these documents, the conclusion of this study through
the bible was confirmed to be identical to their starting
point for peace.

Key words : early christian church, war, peace, irene,
shalom, apostolic Father
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