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[Abstract]

The Reformation of Marriage: a Message for Today
Herman J. Selderhuis (Professor of Church History at the Theological University

Apeldoorn)

This article deals with the views of Luther (the reformation
of marriage), Bullinger (marriage as covenant) and Calvin

(marriage and family life). Luther's theology of grace re—
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sulted in a reformation of marriage. In his treatises on this
topic he presented a reappraisal of marriage and of the
relation between husband and wife. From Erasmus’ edi—
tion of the Greek New Testament Luther learned that the
Bible does not speak about marriage as a sacrament.
Luther establishes marriage as a divinely—willed ordi—
nance. Reformers after Luther continued to build on the
basis of this new theology of marriage. Heinrich Bullinger
developed the idea of marriage as a covenant between
husband and wife. Marriage is an image of the relation
between Christ and the believer. Essential is thus the
inner relation of love and commitment. John Calvin sees
marriage as a church within the church. Parents should
teach their children what it means to be in a covenant
with God. For children to grow up to be participants in
the life of the church and the community, they need to be
brought up in an ordered family and they also need to be
prepared for their own Christian marriage.

Keywords: marriage, sacrament, covenant, divorce,

children, catechism
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