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- Abstract -

Childhood, Commumity, and Computer

- A Reassessment of Christian Education Practice -

. , Fang-Lan Chou
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Frik Erikson's fourth stage of human development, the stage of
Industry vs. Infericrity, must be reassessed in light of contemporary
developments in Asia relating to childhood, community, and the world of
virtual reality. Childhood in Asia today is faced with the stresses _Eo:m?
about by a high divorce rate and breakdown of the traditional family and
the use of day care while parents work The formerly ethnically
homogeneous cultures of Asia are now being replaced by communities in
which there are guest workers from other countries and an increasing
number of cross-cultural marriages. Erikson's focus on "toys and reasons
has been replaced by the world of virtual reality and the increasing use of
computers with an almost unlimited amount of information available over
the Internet. These changes will bring about a shift in the ways in which
Christian education practice is carried out in Asia today.
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10) Inst. Il xv. 3.
11) Inst. 1, xv. 3.
12) Inst. I, xv. 3.
) "Yet those good works which he has bestowed upon us the Lord calls
"ours’, and testifies they not only are acceptable to him but also will have
their reward." Inst [l xv. 3.
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appear that the benefit conferred still in a manner resides with him who
conferred it. But if this is the moderation to be observed towards men, let
every one reflect and consider for himself what is due to God. " Ibid.
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and for that reason, although unmeriied they are rewarded with infinite
benefits, both of the present life and also of the life to come." Ibid.

18) Ihid.

19) “Whatever, therefore, is now given to the godly as an aid to salvation,
even blessedness itself, is purely God's beneficence. Yet both in this
blessedness and in those godly persons, he testifies that he takes works
into account." Tbid.
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© 23) "For we dream neither of a faith devoid of good works nor of a
justification that stands without them. This alone is of importance: having
admitted that faith and good works must cleave together, we still lodge
justification in faith, not in works. We have a ready explanation for
doing this, provided we turn to Christ to whom our faith is directed and
from whom it receives its full strength" Inst. [, xvi. 1. ,

24) Inst. I, xvi. 1.

25) Henry Clarence Thiessen, lectures in Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids:
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1979), 288.
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29) "But, since the question concerns only righteousness and sanctification, let
us-dwell upon these. Although we may distinguish them, Christ contains
both of them inseparably in himself. - Thus it is clear how true it is that
we are justified not without works yet not through works, since in our
sharing in Christ, which fustifies us, sanctification is just as much incdluded
as righteousness.” Inst. I, xvi. 1.
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30) Inst. M, xvii. 4.

31) "As man is by nature, God finds nothing in him which can incline him to
metcy, except merely big wretchedness. If it is clear then that man, when
God first interposes for him, is naked and destitute of all good, and, on
the other hand, loaded and filled with all kinds of evil, - for what
quality, pray, shall we say that he is worthy of the heavenly kingdom?
Where God thus clearly displays free mercy, have done with that empty
imagination of merit." Inst. [, xvii. 4.
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93) Inst. I, xxi, 3.
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Baker Book House, 1994), 192.
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- Abstract -

An Understanding of the Possibility of Perfection
in the Doctrine of Sanctification of John Calvin

Tae-Ju Yu
(Hanil University & Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Theology of Systematic)

The Bible tells us that we can be saved only through faith in Jesus
Christ. But this faith must be a living faith, as the Bible teaches us.
Therefore, we can find the record of the life of Christan perfection for the
dedication and following of God's will in the Old Testament and the New
Testament. Meny Christians misunderstand the 16th century reformer’s
thought about the relationship between the faith (justification) and works
(sanctification). Many Christians think that the reformers believed that we
could not hope for Christian perfection in our life, because they stressed
justification by faith. Therefore a am:bn_ﬁmﬁmﬁ%m. of this idea became
part of the faith of many our church, so that some Christians believe that
through faith without works are can be saved.

John Calvin who was one of the most important reformers did not
separate works from faith, he only made a distinction between them. That
is, he speaks about the ‘living faith” which is the faith with works.

John Calvin speaks about the sanctification founded on justification.
Justification and sanctification are grounded from the grace and found
upon the works of Jesus Christ alone. Therefore justification and
sanctification are not separated but only a distinction is made between
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them. In the understanding of the possibility of perfection in sanctification,
John Calvin sees perfection in sanctification as a grace of God in Jesus .
Christ. Human works, even of Christians who are justified, are not to be
enough for righteousness before God. However God accepts our works to
be entirely holy through the holy works of Jesus Christ. John Calvin
explains this problem in terms of “double grace’. This double grace comes
from Jesus Christ through the union with Christ. All the grace of salvation
originates from the unconditional election of God in Jesus Christ.

Thus the understanding of the possibility of perfection in
sanctification in the soteriology of fohn Calvin contains with in it the
gradual progress of sanctification. Therefore God accepis a Christian's
works even if too little to serve as a perfection of sanctification in Jesus
Christ, but He does not accept a Christian who has no works or only
wicked deeds against God's will Here is a harmony between the
@m&mnmoﬁ of sanctification in the grace of God and the gradual progress
of sanctification as the fruits of faith,

Key Words : Christian perfection, double grace, gradual progress of
sanctification, justification by faith, living faith



