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The Rise of Arminian Calvinism after the 1907 Pyeng Yang Revivals
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Yonsei University
Seoul, Korea

The present author wants to claim that a new theological outlook emerged
during and after the 1907 Pyeng Yang Revivals in the early history of Korean
Protestantism. The theological framework that emerged from 1907 has been a
dominant feature of Korean Christianity regardless the denominational differences of
each believer until today. The present author wants to call the theological framework
as “Arminian Calvinism” and the religious experience that the participants of the
1907 Pyeng Yang Revivals had was the beginning of the new theological mode in
the history of Korean Protestantism.

In order to support the claim, the author presents several opinions which are
different from traditional view on the 1907 Pyeng Yang Revivals. For example, the
author argues that there was no historical connection between the Wales and the
Pyeng Yang Revivals and between the Indian and Pyeng Yang Revivals. The most
important feature of the Wales and Indian Revivals, which was collective speaking in
tongue (Glossolalia), did not take place in Pyeng Yang. Also the present author
claims that the Pyeng Yang Revivals was under influence of Charles Finney s
revivalism, not under the influence of Dwight Moody. To support this claim, the
author introduces Finney s Lecture on Revivals of Religion (1835) and compares the
content of the book with the facts that took place in Pyeng Yang in 1907. From the
similarities of the claim Finney made in his book and the happenings took place in
1907 show us that the Korean Revivals of 1907 was initiated by the “intentional”
missionary motivations.

However Korean Christians were not mere (passive) receivers of missionary
enterprises. For the first time, Korean Christians felt that their inner resolution to the
salvation of soul was important for their Christian life. They leamt that the passive
receiving of God' s grace was not sufficient enough as they wanted to live a Christian
life. They realized the important of God' s unconditional election in Calvinistic sense
but they also realized that they had to do something for the salvation of others in
Arminian sense. By the public confession of sin, which was encouraged and
promoted by American missionaries, Korean Christians realized that they had to do
something to be saved. That was the beginning of “Arminian Calvinism” of Korean
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Protestantism and the influence of the theological mode is evident even today.



