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ABSTRACT
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The society we live in is in chads as the late industrial society has begun. _

The situation of the time Calvin lived in the 16th century was the same as ours and
the man has been in a series of uneasiness, losing their reliability in daily life and their
mental prop. Calvin is the man who suggested a new way to collapsing society for such
a world on the basis of the Bible.

This study examines therefore the ethical thought of Calvin systematically and investigates
what his rationale of his judgement whether what is right or wrong was applied to our
life, how the man can be recognized by God and how to live as the christian in the relations
with neighbors.

Calvin applies the doctrine based on the words of God in Geneva and his theological
thought is arranged in ‘the Elements of Christianity’ in detail.

The purpose God gives us rules is to make us liberate and obtain the relief in Christ.
In addition it is to make us realize the fear of punishment, reach the true devotion and
give an ability of consolation and encouragement for others.

"The words of God contain everything needed for holiness and purity to ourselves, neighbors
and God and moral life. The Bible instructs that the sinner is reborn as the righteous
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man, serves God with his conscience, loyalty and service within the love of God, dwells
in harmony with neighbors and obyes God, and then he obtains righteousness and devotion.

Christ orders us to bare the cross for this life and it instructs the obedience, a necessary
element to follow ‘the way of Christ’.

Calvin argues that the man must apply God's love of the man within God to the social
life with the principle of ethics. It is to recover the shape of God damanged by the corruption
of the man, to make the man enjoy their original life, that is, beautiful life within the sovereignty
of God and has a great interest in the problems in society by recognizing the general favors
of God.

To consider the domestic ethics, the home is established and preserved by God and it
is under the sovereignty of God and is the basis of social order. So, if the order is corrupted,
the secondary society cannot be established and disorder, chaos, corruption and depravity
are rampant in the world. The home is the foundation of social order as the nest serving
the christ in the unity of monogamy system.

To consider the political ethics, God entrusts the ruler with the authority to protect the
mankind from the destruction and keep the order and the ruler wishes tha he acts sincerely
as the worker for the holy task and establishes the politics which fear the God and loves
the man.

In the economic ethics, God teaches lobor is holy and explains that all the man must
accomplish God’s will as the steward, behave themselves in wisedom to preserve human
society and use the property according to the principle of equity and that of union among
brothers. | |

Like these, Calvin views the ethics in the relations to God, man and society and considers
that to depart the rule of God is to bring destruction on themeslves.

He finds out all principles of the ethics in the Bible, emphasizes the sovereignty of God
and suggests the reason why the man lives in God through the Bible. In addition, he implants

his own thought in such a view of ethics, makes the footstone thaf can bloom the western
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culture and gives a great influence on the maintenance of mental order of the world.
The religio, the last mental fort in the modern society, recovers the humanity collapsing,
accumulates the trust among the man and makes the society that one can depend on, love

and respect one another. Therefore, we must practice our own duty as the man voluntarily.

_63_.
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