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A Comparative Study in the Ecclesiology of Calvin and
Old Princeton Theology

Hong, Chul

Daeshin University

Today some scholars say that ecclesiology of Old Princeton theologians
departed from Calvinism. For example, they argue that ecclesiology of
theologians like Charles Hodge and J. Gresham Machen differs from that of
John Calvin. But this is wrong argument.

In my judgment, Old Princeton theologians’ doctrine of the church
including that of Charles Hodge and J. G. Machen is the same as Calvin’s
doctrine of the church. Calvin asserted that the unity of the church should be
based on the doctrinal purity of the church.

Calvin emphasized the importance of the visible church as well as that of the
invisible church. He called the visible church “the mother of the believer”. He
did his best as the pastor for the ministry of the church of Geneva although he
knew the visible church could not be perfect. Also, he strived to maintain not
only the unity of the local church but also that of the entire Protestant church.
Thus, he was called “the ecumenical theologian”. However, he did not want to
sacrifice doctrinal orthodoxy to enlarge the unity of the church.

Both Charles Hodge and J. G. Machen as Old Princeton theologians
emphasized the importance of the visible church in which the invisible church
as “the gathering of true believers” is revealed. Also, they advocated the
subscription to the Westminster standards including the Westminster
Confession of Faith. Especially they argued that the leaders of the church
including ministers should subscribe to the creeds and keep their ordination
oath. Their doctrine of the church is the same as that of Calvin in asserting that
the unity of the church should be based on the fundamental doctrines of the
church although they should strive to maintain the unity of the church.
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