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[Abstract]

Jooksan Park Hyungnong &
Korean Reformed Theology

Yung Han Kim(Dean, Graduate School of Christian Studies,
Soongsil University, Adviser to KRTS)

Jooksan, Park Hyungnong is a great thinker who formed a
Korea orthodox reformed theology, beginning from apologetics,
coming to systematic theology. Jooksan got an influence from the
conservative theological climate led by Seminary founder, Sarnuel
Moffet and Soongsil founder, William Baird, After studying at
Princeton, USA, he got a deciding influence from the
conservative reformed mind of J. Gresham Machen.

The warning we expressed concerning the new theology in the
Presbyterian theological Journal in the 1930s is even today
relevant. His warning teaches that we should learn not the
liberal theology but the heritage of reformed theology abroacd.

He paved a founding stone of orthodox reformed theology in
Korean church, critiquing the neo-orthodox theology and liberal
theology. He defended the five points essentials of christian
doctrine (The sovereignty of God, the inerrancy of the Scripture,
Christ's virgin birth, His redemptive death, Christ's fleshly
resurrection and returnm) and set up the reformed orthodox
theology succeeding the Apostolic traditions. He intended not to
defend the fundamentalist mind and attitude but the
fundamentalist truth of Christian faith. Jooksan did not defend
merely with the brain such an orthodox theology, but succeeded
the puritanism of England and America which received it with
piety and fever. In this sense, his theology is not a speculative
orthodox but a puritan reformed theclogy.
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After 1970s, He went on to the neo—fundamentalist tendency,
identifying himself as fundamentalist, by putling so much his
passion on preserving the identity of the doctrine after 1960s.
We find here his limits as human. Such a fundamentalist attitude
at his late time is the one we, the open—minded reformed
evangelicals have to overcome. We need to fight for the good
battle of faith, evading the neo—fundamentalist attitude he Ileft,
We need to have a moderate attitude of respecting a balance
and affirmation rather of critiquing and condemning the other
minded. His theology has been succeeded by Cha Younghae,
Park Aaron and young generations. His systematic theology is a
ground we have to succeed in the 21st century's Korean church.

[Key Words]

orthodoxy, reformed theology, neo—orthodoxy, fundamentalism,
neo—fundamentalism, puritanism, evangelicalism,
neo—evangelcalism
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