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[Abstract]

Phillip Melanchthon’s theology

Jin Kook Kim (Dongsan Church)

The topic of this research is Phillip Melanchthon’s theology.
Although Melanchthon lived from 1496 to 1560, and had lived
in Wittenberg Germany since 1518, he has been called not
only German teacher for a long time but also European teacher
(Praeceptor Europae).

Melanchton shows the light and shade well with respect to
the Reformation history. In the positive point of view, early
Melanchton systematized Protestantism theology and church
with Luther. After meeting Bucer and Calvin, from the middle
of Melanchton’s ministry, he had a constant effect on Reformed
Church and Reformed Theology through his disciples who acted
within Reformed Church. But in the negative point of view,
Melanchton was caught up many disputes while serving as a
successor after Luther died. Also, he had to face severe objection
of Gnesio-Lutheran because he worked for the coincidence
and alliance of church.

The teachings of Melanchton’s reformation was disseminated
to mid-17C as well as 16C through his disciples and his books.
Melanchton is called a bridge builder (arbitrator) today; he

served as an arbitrator fairly between Lutheran and Calvinism,
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between church and educational institution, between the
Reformation and humanism, between the Reformation and
Protestant Orthodoxy.

To know this perspective more clearly, it will be good to
understand Melanchton in the mutual relation with Luther and
Calvin. Without Luther, Melanton couldn’t have been a reputa-
tion as a reformer and couldn’t have entered Lutheran. Without
Calvin, without Bucer, it wouldn't have been easy for
Melanchton to influence Reformed Church. Melanchton was
standing between Luther and Calvin. This view is equally grasped
and applied in Melanchton’s theology.

Melanchton'’s theological stance is right this. He systematized
Luther theology and acted as a bridge between Luther and
Calvin theology. This viewpoint is spread evenly in his theology.

Melanchton’s influence and effect continued through his
Loci Commune and Augsburg Confession through his disciples.
His influence and effect was handed down to Lutheran by M.
Chemnitz and D.Chytraeus with Luther’'s influence. Wittenberg
model is brought forward from this. This model had affected
the northern part, eastern part of Germany and North Europe
for a long time. Theology of M. Chemnitz, a superintendent
in Braunschweig, are presented as very good examples of this
model. This model leads to Gerhard’s theology in regard to
him. Melanchton’s theology was handed down to Reformed
Church by Ursinus, Sohnius, Pezel, and Strigel with the accept-
ance of Luther and Calvin. Heidelberg model is mentioned
as the second. This model affects Western Europe and Middle

Europe such as Netherlands, Leiden, and Scotland with the
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Geneva model. Theology by Ursinus, a teacher of Heidelberg,
is presented as a very good example of this model. Theologians
of Heidelberg in mid-late 16C are associated with Melanchton,
Luther, and Calvin like Beze and Polanus to carry out their
theology work.

The effect(Luthran) of Wittenberg model and the ef-
fect(Reformed) of Heidelberg model was the representative
Protestantism stance. They met each other in the Synod of
Dort and the Westminster Assembly with the influence of Leiden,
Geneva, and Zurich during the period of 30-year War.

This effect and acceptance moved on to America and then
was disseminated to Korea and Asia until now. This feature
has been described continuously from Martin Luther to The
Westminster Assembly as the Reformation and Protestantism

theology.

Key Words: Melanchthon, Luther, Calvin, Reformed Church, Lutherism
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CR Vol. 21.

Melanchthon, Philipp. Zoci communes 1521. Lateinisch-Deutsch.
Ubersetzt und mitkommentierenden Anmerkungen versehen von
Horst Georg Pohlmann, hg. VomLutherischen Kirchenamt der
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