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Damian’s View of Church and Reforms before the
Reformation

Kim, Bong Soo
Chongshin University

Damian lived in the midst of the hierarchical medieval society. Nevertheless,
he thought that there must be a profound equality among the members in the
Christian world, a fellowship which is not ruptured by hierarchical
differentiation. His rejection of episcopal immunity was found once again in
his profound intuition that the sacerdotal office demands service to one’s flock
rather than domination over it.

Damian’s conception of the equality between the members of Church was
not differ from the idea of priesthood of all believers, which echoed in the
reformed theology of Luther and Calvin. As they did, Damian quoted core
verses from Paul, John, and Peter to support his own reform movement. “Do
you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself”(1 Corinthians
6:15). “Who loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and
made us a kingdom, and priests to God and his Father”’(Revelation 1:5-6) “You
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a dedicated nation, and a people claimed
by God as his own, to proclaim the triumph of him who has called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light”(1 Peter 2:9).

The equalitarianism of ‘priesthood of all believers’ might force Damian to
maintain a balance of power between the radical and the moderate in Curia.
But after his death, the condition of affairs has changed. Hildebrand acceded to
the Pontiff as Gregory VII. And he accepted the radical and class-conscious
theory of Humbert in his reign. From this time, in the medieval Catholic
Church a kind of clericalism began to grow.

Due to this bad condition we can see a group of reformers who acted before
the reformation. Waldo, Wyclif, and Hus were the representatives for this
group. They and their followers denied openly the papal power and the
hierarchy of Church. And they, like Augustine or Damian, found the basis of
their reforms in the Bible. Most of them, therefore, on the ground of the spirit
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‘priesthood of all believers’ that comes from ‘sola scrpitura’, they sought to
embody an antihierarchical and brotherly view of Church in their reforms. For
this purpose they were willing to be excommunicated or burned to death.

To sum up, including Damian, the reformers before the reformation not only
attacked the clerical sins (simony and nicolaitism), but also devoted
themselves to build an ideal Church, of which the apostles said in the New
Testament. Because of this they could show the similar aspects with the
reformers (as Luther and Calvin) of the reformation, and was evaluated
friendly by them. Taking into this, I would say that the evaluation of reforms
before the reformation is need to be more positive.

Key Words: Damian, Waldo, Wyclif, Hus, Calvin



